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Message from Sandy Bassett, President AIFC

• 2018 Focus

• 2018 was a challenging and exhilarating year of growth for the Auburn Interfaith Food Closet.  Having 
determined that it made better sense economically to purchase land and build our own building than 
continue to rent, we successfully ran an 18-month “Home 4 Us Capital Building Campaign”, while continuing 
to provide  nutritious food for all of our neighbors in need. We are grateful for the tremendous support of 
our community and our supporting faith-based communities. and the herculean efforts of our fund-raising 
committee.  We hope to break ground at our new building site late this year.

• 2018 Key Accomplishments

• Provided 3-days of nutritionally-balanced food for over 8,000 families and more than 23,000 individuals.

• Exceeded operations fund-raising goals while reducing total food costs.

• Raised $346,222 or 82.6% of our Capital Campaign fund-raising goal before December 31. With six 
additional months remaining in our “Home 4 Us Capital Campaign” we are optimistic that we will exceed our 
goal and begin budgeting for additional features in our new facility.

• Purchased land for our new facility at 1788 Auburn Ravine Road; selected an architect and readied site and 
building plans for submission to Placer County.

• 2019 Outlook

• Throughout 2019, the AIFC will continue to provide nutritious food to those in need, preserving their dignity 
and encouraging self-reliance.  We will finalize a construction loan with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
and we will secure all necessary County approvals and permits to begin construction of the New Auburn 
Interfaith Food Closet.

We are a dedicated team and proud of what we have been able to accomplish with the help of our supporting 
faith-based communities and our Auburn area community.   If, after reading this report, you have any questions 
or comments, you may reach me at 530-878-9324 or at slbassett@att.net.  Thank you for partnering with us.

Sandy Bassett
SANDY BASSETT
President
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Struggling Families Count on 
the AIFC in 2018

8,270 Families 23,153 Individuals

204,549 Meals

Auburn and Placer County are experiencing record-setting 
unemployment rates.  At the end of 2018, this hovered at 3%.  Yet 
there remain a number of families – just under 700 per month –
who need AIFC support to put food on their table and help them 
meet monthly budgets.

Most of the families coming to AIFC are not homeless.   
Many of these have people working multiple jobs yet live 
paycheck to paycheck, with the risk that one unanticipated 
expense or an illness without benefits causes a loss of income. 

There are 6% of our clients who are homeless, with many of 
these having income that is insufficient to pay for housing.  Our 
clients include 11% veterans, 11% seniors and over 26% families 
with children.
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AIFC: Community Support
Churches: 17 faith-based communities 

• 13 fully participating churches
• 4 associate churches

Staff: 100% volunteer organization – no paid staff
• >230 volunteers in 2018
• >20,600 volunteer hours

Financials:
2018 Income Amount %

$ donations $ 197,471 36.0%
Food donations $ 351,994 64.7%

TOTAL $ 549,975

2018 Expense Amount %

Client services $494,399 97.1%
Administrative $ 10,955 2.0%
Fund raising expense $ 3,660 0.9%

TOTAL $ 509,014

The AIFC board budgets conservatively, with the goal to cover all our expenses with our operations fund raising.  In 2018, 
we realized a surplus of $40,961, which will be invested in our 2019 operations. 
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AIFC: nonprofit established in 1998
Mission: Provide nutritious food to those in need, preserving their dignity 

and encouraging self-reliance

Area: Residents living within Placer County zip codes from Loomis to 
Emigrant Gap, Lake of the Pines to Foresthill 

Support: 3 days of food items for each member of the household, no more 
than once per month

Monthly service data 2011 2016 2017 2018

Households 1,021 666 696 692
Individuals 3,210 1,943 1,975 1,929
% homeless 6.4% 6.0% 7.6% 7.4%
Meals 28,893 17,218 17,440 17,046
April Unemployment Rate 10.7% 4.4% 3.9% 2.9%
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Meet Some of our Clients

Grace is from Foresthill, married and 
has 3 daughters. Four months ago, 
Grace sustained a severe wrist  injury 
making it impossible for her to work as 
a Medication Technician With the loss 
of her income, the balancing of rent, 
utilities, medical bills and food for 5 
people become extremely difficult.  
AIFC helps her stretch her budget. 

Eli lives with his sister Olivia and his 
father, Brandon.  Brandon is a single 
dad and a self-employed contractor 
with irregular income. He loves the 
nutritious food he gets at AIFC, and the 
recipes we provide.  He is very thankful 
for the help he receives.

Photos by Isabelle Gaultier
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Meet Some of our Clients

Casey has five boys, ages 9 to 18.  He 
designs and builds fences for a living.  
He first came to us in August 2018 
and comes every 2-3 months to help 
feed his family.

Randy graduated from college, and started a 
family with him as the sole provider.  Then he 
was diagnosed with cancer and treatment 
took priority. The food we were able to 
provide was much welcomed as it 
supplemented his disability benefits helping 
him make it to the end of the month.  

Photos by Isabelle Gaultier
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Encouraging Clients to Try New Foods 
or New Recipes

Our goal is to encourage clients to try 
new foods or new recipes for healthier 
eating as well as stretching their food 
budget.  

Each month our Nutrition Committee 
features a recipe of the month based on 
the foods we provide.  In addition, Carrie 
Yarwood (pictured) from the UC 
Cooperative Extension, prepares a dish 
and brings it for tasting.  She provides the 
recipe to those who would like it.  As 
clients wait for their groceries, there is a 
video of the month which focuses on 
cooking skills, nutrition, and recipes for 
produce available during that month. 
Anyone can subscribe to the recipes on 
our website.  

Photo by Isabelle Gaultier
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Our Planned New Home
1788 Auburn Ravine Rd

• 4,713 sf office/warehouse
• ADA compliant for staff and clients
• 16 parking spots, including 1 for 

handicap

• At Foresthill Exit on -80
• Improved access for clients
• On Auburn Transit bus route
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New Building Financials
Expense Est. Cost

Land 176,027

Studies, Planning & Permits 162,275

Site Building Demolition 5,141

Construction 1,177,579

Moving & Misc. 19,345

Total Costs $1,535,236

Funding Est. Revenue

Max & Ginger Kane bequest 123,000

USDA Mortgage 700,000

AIFC reserves 293,236

Capital Campaign 419,000

Funds $1,535,236

The primary goal is to complete the building so we can move our operations.  There are additional projects 
we have deferred until we raise additional monies.  

Deferred Projects and Financial Requirements
Kitchen $25,000 Reduces future cost to upgrade
Conveyor system $18,000 Improved inventory handling in less space
USDA Required Mortgage Reserve $36,780 $306.50 monthly payment for ten years
Replenishing Operations Reserve $48,000 Replace money used from Operations Reserve
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• $ 346,222 Community Giving
• 3 anonymous gifts $121,100
• 8 grants $36,500

AIFC Home 4 Us
Capital Campaign

82.6% towards goal

$419,000

$ 75,000

$346,222
$ 206,898

Supervisor Jim Holmes 
presenting $100,000 check

Host Lions Club presenting $5,000 grant

As of 12/31/2018
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• Continued fund raising from community and grants
• Begin sale of engraved paver bricks

2019 Campaign

8” x 8” Brick
• $230 – 6 lines of text
• $305 – your logo + 3 lines text

4” x 8” Brick
• $125 – 3 lines of text

Goal of 250 bricks
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How can you help

• Buy a paver brick  
• Memorial for a loved one
• Support through your business

• Make a tax-deductible donation
• Support the Capital Campaign
• Sponsor a Family at $20 or $30 per month

• Ask your service club to find a way to support AIFC
• Share our need or our services with those you 

know
• Volunteer
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CONTACT US

• Website:  www.auburnfoodcloset.org
• Email:  aifc@auburnfoodcloset.org
• Phone:  530-885-1921
• Address:  12972 Earhart Ave., Ste. 301 (behind 

Moonrakers), PO Box 132, Auburn, CA 95604
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