History of the Auburn Interfaith Food Coset
By Beverly Anderson
One of the Original Founders of AIFC

The Saint Luke's Episcopal Church in Auburn gathered in 1861, and the current site of the
church was built in 1887. Sometime later, the Auburn Food Closet started. Other churches
in the area also offered some support.

In the early 1990s, the leaders of the church, Helen Harlow and Molly Hance announced
they were retiring. Father David Clemons, Pastor of Saint Luke's Episcopal Church brought
the churches that were most interested in the Food Closet to work together for the future.

The pastors knew they were likely to move on to other locations so local people would be
bestin leadership. Each pastor was to lead the group until the congregation members
could take leadership. The following are those who took part with all the preparation work
and became the leaders. This included writing the bylaws guided by another organization's
paperwork and rewritten guided by an attorney from one of the churches. It was correct,
but he thought his form was better.

Besides the names, | am including their office, church and additional information about
these four principal leaders:

e Barbara Whitney, President, First Congregational Church. Barbara died a few
months after a skiing accident.

e Frank Sweeney, Vice President, Pioneer United Methodist Church. Frank, after
years of continued service was admired and much appreciated. Frank retired and
joined family members in Arizona.

e Beverly Anderson, Secretary, Auburn Presbyterian Church. Beverly had a disabling
stroke but has, by God's grace and healing, been able to live at home taking care of
herself. Beverly continues to support and participate in the Auburn Interfaith Food
Closet program today.

e Peter Anderson, Treasurer, Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Peter moved out of the area
a few years later and has not been in contact.

The Pastor of Saint Joseph and Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic communities were unable to
take part personally as he was new and had some tremendous time challenges. He had
two people to start taking part in the first meeting. They were Ed Morgado and Isabelle
Launiar.

Other people that took part, but could not spare time for all the meetings, were:



e Bethlehem Lutheran Church: Nancy Suemnicht.

e Saint Paul's Lutheran Church: Ken Higgins and Sue Hullen.
e Pioneer United Methodist Church: Joan Anderson.

e Auburn Presbyterian Church: Jay Bagley.

e First Congregational Church: Elaine Ilarte.

Before the first Board of Directors meeting, we needed to meet with the Vestry of Saint
Luke's Episcopal Church for the final signatures. They had a surprise for us that we should
have known. They looked at us very seriously and said, “We guess you know you have to
buy our Auburn Food Closet before it can be yours.”

We looked surprised and asked, “How much do we owe? “
They said, “The government sets the fee at $1.00.” We all laughed.

We each dug out a quarter and passed each to Barbara. She passed the four coins to the
Chairman of the Vestry. We shook hands and left with the receipt they gave us. Suddenly
we realized it was now ours and we were now responsible for its future.

We had decisions to make. The Board had to choose who was there daily to meet people
who came for help. Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church paid the people that were in charge. The
group in Grass Valley was run by volunteers. Awoman who collaborated with Saint Luke’s
asked for the position and was hired so we could get started. We were pleased to have
gotten underway, and people were being helped. However, exactly what and how things
were being done did not seem to be what we were striving for.

Months later, the site leader said she was going on vacation, and we could take care of the
leadership while she was gone.

Frank said he would take leadership of the first week, and Beverly said she’d take it for the
second week. Others volunteered to do the other jobs. Many of us were already doing jobs
as she assigned them. By the time she came back, we had it in order and it was running
well. She was surprised and did not want to continue. She resigned, turned in her keys, and
left. We sent her a final check. It has been a volunteer organization ever since. We are all
incredibly pleased that any funds we receive go to help people, which makes more
available to meet the greater needs of today.

We are a people of faith as we trust God to guide us day by day and year by year. It has not
been easy. A lot of work has been done and prayers prayed, and God has been faithful. We
trust together for the future.

Beverly “Bev” Anderson



